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501 comments from MAYDAY America members and supporters:

The 501 members and supporters of MAYDAY America who are included below signed the
following comment to the Federal Elections Commission:

In the 2016 election, 65 percent of Americans identified the internet, or an online
platform, as their leading source of information.

Yet our outdated transparency rules — which still include references to telegrams and
typewriters — don't require adequate disclaimers for online ads.

More than three in four Americans — 78 percent — want full disclosure of who paid for
political ads posted to social media platforms (according to a new Marist poll).

That includes 80 percent of Republicans and 82 percent of Independents.

We call on the FEC to act immediately to update regulations and require online
political ads to include disclaimers identifying who paid for them.

First Name Last Name City State Comment

Emma Lopez Chula Vista CA Expose dark money spenders
immediately in order to proceed with
an honest and constitutional
election.

Pat Quinn Tucson AZ When someone talks in the “public
square”, they shared their identity.
Advertisements need to do the
same. Ignore comments from the
political parties, they hurt the
country. Madison, Jefferson, and
Washington warned against political
parties and we can see why now
more than ever. Support the people
instead and add some transparency
to our elections. Thank you, Pat
Quinn
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It is vital that that those paying for
these ads be identified. Dark money
is one of the corrosive elements of
our political system. Citizen United
is a terrible decision by the court.
What is fair about those with the
most money having all the
influence?

Our elections should belong to us,
the United States citizens and NOT
to foreign agents!

As a UNIX Systems Administrator
for 15 years, and a formerly certified
IT Security consultant, | understand
the costs associated with this
requirement and it is my
professional opinion that the
cost/benefit analysis is strongly in
favor of strengthening regulations
that to require increased
transparency in on-line ads.

We have a right to know who is
trying to influence our democracy.

We need strictly governed, publicly
funded elections.

CLEARLY, protecting American
voters and elections from hidden
manipulations is critical for the
survival of our Democracy. Doing
that is your DUTY. By all thatis
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holy, DO IT! EFFECTIVELY.
IMMEDIATELY. FULLY!

Money is destroying our country.
Special Interests are using large
campaign donations as a tool to
dictate policy. Large money
donations from businesses and the
wealthy are being used to guarantee
legislation that will favor them. The
needs of average Americans are
ignored. Financially undermining the
middle class over several yrs.
destabilizes our country. Wealthy
Americans don’t seem to
understand that. The strength of our
country that resulted in a financially
stable middle class is what made
America strong in the first place, not
the greedy multi-millionaires. They
just feed on that stability to benefit
themselves. So I'm asking you to
not assist the Trump crime family to
enable them to personally profit from
financially undermining the stability
of the middle class.

| was part of a citizen group that
worked with Maryland legislators
and the online industry to fashion a
new law on this topic. Justice
Kennedy wrote in the Citizens
United decision that disclosure is
essential. Please follow these
examples.
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It's basic common sense that
political ads should be forthcoming
regarding who is paying for them
and promoting that specific point of
view. If the sponsor is hiding you
have to ask yourself, why do they
need to hide their identity?? Our
representational democracy will
continue to be polluted and
gradually destroyed if this kind of
hiding is not eliminated. American
citizens from both political parties
deserve better and want better, just
as the polls keep telling us. The
FEC needs to listen to the majority
and require full disclosure with any
political ads. Thank you in advance
for doing the right thing!
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Amit Shoham Oakland CA

C. Baring-Gould  Salt Lake City UT This is critical a critical need!!! We
need to regain our confidence in our
political system. This would go a
long way to restore our faith. Thank
you!

Philip Shook Tempe AZ

Brenda Hill Greenwood MO

Rosemary Graham-Gard Manhattan CA We desperately need to get money

ner Beach out of politics or we can no longer

call ourselves a Democracy, which
we have not been in decades.

Judson Bennett Riverside PA

Brandon Bohlen Seattle WA

M Rossner Summit NJ

Gary Gross Lafox IL

Evette Andersen Grass Valley CA

Charlie Graham Hillsboro OR

Bonnie Webber Palm City FL

Elizabeth Ronz CA

B.L. Melton Orange TX

Barbara Sullivan Arlington IL

Heights

Sandra Smith Seattle WA

Michael Brackney San Diego CA

Sara Strickland Edmonds WA

Jonathan Brier Hyattsville MD
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Viewers of Internet ads must know
who is paying for them!

People and entities who are afraid to
have their political spending known
to the public are cowardly. They say
they want “transparency” in
everything; and yet they transgress
that very important value when it
comes to themselves. The
hypocrisy is stunning. There should
be NO secrets when it comes to
political spending.

No political campaign spending
should be anonymous. There should
be no hidden persuaders.

Please protect our American
democracy and not the powerful.

| am exhausted by a year of
Trumpian government.....Pence,
Ryan, McConnell, and their cruel,
wealthy minions. | feel
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defeated.....but, | keep signing.

Money in politics is destroying
democracy. And secret money is far
worse. Do your jobs please,
regulators.

Please protect our democracy by
requiring political advertisers to
identify their funders on web ads.

Dark money in politics is an
insidious and destructive attack on
vital democratic institutions. At the
very least, we must know where the
money is coming from and who is
trying to influence our vote.
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Transparent money flow is essential
to having a real democracy.

Please work for the citizens and not
your donars.
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| want to know who is paying for the
internet ads | see.

Hiding important information is
corruption

Your all a bunch of cooks,...you
should all be prosecuted !,,,,,

Of course the public needs to know
who's paying for political ads!

We have a right to know where
campaign contributions are coming
from.

Dark money is the antithesis of
democracy. Please expose all
funding sources.

Decisions like (citizens united, etc.)
applying rights to corrupting our govt
must be rescinded asap!! We have a
bought govt from top to bottom
because of these elitist decisions!!!!
It's either change them or its
revolution against these tyrannical
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laws!!! it's supposed to be govt's of,
by, and for the people!!! IT'S NOT!!!!

We need to increase transparency
in online political campaign
spending.

We the people demand
transparency in advertising and
messaging on the internet and
social media. It is crucial to our
democracy, Than you for listening
to and heeding the people.

Aii political contributions and
spending affect our elections and
our nation's democracy. It should
be known by the voters in all it's
forms. The Citizens United decision
has sold us to the highest bidder.

| want full disclosure of who is
paying for political ads to be an
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integral part of the regulations
immediately.

We must make the USA democratic
again. 'Pay to play'is undemocratic.
Payola used to be illegal. It's time to
make the USA the land of 'we the
people'.

It's not just ads - any paid postings
on social media or indeed any paid
content on websites should disclose
who paid for it.

Our government has become so
corrupt!



Patricia
Donald
Roger

Darren

Randal
David
Judith

Julian

Judith

Gregory
Margaret

Danny

Beth

John

Cheryl

Fleetwood
Watson
Runnoe

Page

Jeter
Hostetler
Turner

Bose

Langhans

Rice
Moran

Johnson

O'Brien

Vanderburg

Hewitt

MAYDAY
AMERICA

Nashville
Monrovia
Oakland

Morgantown

Seattle
Millersville
Los Angeles

Portland

Olympia

Kingston
Oak Bluffs

Winston
Salem

Greenville

Hugo

Lawrence

MD

CA

WV

WA

MD

CA

OR

WA

TN

MA

NC

SC

OK

KS

If money is free speech then it
needs to be transparent and
audible.

Transparency is inseparable from
accountability on the part of all
institutions that influence public life
and matters of state

Money is having a huge influence on
election results; let’s at the very
least know WHo it is coming from
HONESTLy.

| feel this is a very important topic
and transparency - being able to
identify the backers of political ads,
especially on the Internet is vital to
our democracy.

Dark money precedes the demise of
our democracy!
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Democracy dies in darkness.
Disclosure of who provides money 4
campaigns is essential. Americans
need to know who pays 4 political
advertising.

Thank you.

The future of American democracy
depends on transparency. We need
to know who is paying for what in
political campaigns.

The key to putting a political ad in
context is knowing whose money is
behind the ad. We don't know that
now. We need to.

Do what's right!

Anybody who contributes to any
cause should be required to divulge
his/her name. If they are not willing
to do so, they should not be allowed
to donate.

Dark money corrupts the political
process and cheats us of the level
playing field vital for Democracy to
thrive. Your agency is the guardian
of that process, and we are
watchers watching you.

ALL advertising should be required
to clearly state who is paying for it.
This applies to online ads and offline
ads alike - and it goes double for
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any advertising with political content.

Americans have the right to know
who is feeding them propaganda
online. That's what the ads are,
whether on the right or left.
Democracy depends on this kind of
transparency.

Democracy should not be for sale t
unnamed donors.

Under Trump, your job is protecting
the rich and powerful. But your real
job is to protect the public interest.
Do your real job.

| strongly support requiring
disclosure of who pays for political
ads.

Dark money in elections is killing our
democracy. Let's return
transparency to government and
democracy to the American citizens.

Voters need to know who is making
statements pro or con.

We need full transparancy regarding
spending on elections.
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I've worked with the California Clean
Money Campaign to root out secret
sources of money for political
activity. CCMC helped pass the
Disclose Act to make political ads on
radio and TV show clearly who the
top sources of money are fore the
ad. It's now law in Calfiornia--and a
model for other states. It's high time
that all unidentified sources of
money in political campaign for
office or for issues be out in the
open, so voters are aware of
possible motives for the ads paid for
by such money. All across America,
we need to root out secret money in
politics; otherwise, our democracy
will be under sever threat.

Please require campaigns and
organizations to reveal their names
on internet ads. It's the right thing to
do for a fair and transparent
democracy.
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Americans should know the truth...
Open elections now!

Dark money is ruining our once
proud nation where every citizen
had the same voting and political
power!

Corporations are not people and
should not have the privilege of
influencing our elections.

We have a right to ready access and
understanding of whose point of
view is being pushed in messages
with political agendas

We cannot know who is attempting
to influence our politics and
elections without exposing dark
money spending online. To protect
our nation, you must act.
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For democracy to work, we need
campaign finance reform.

It is extremely important that we
have the means to discover easily
who is paying how much toward any
political campaign from any party. It
is @ major tool in our understanding
who a candidate will be beholden to,
and to compare with the promises a
candidate makes to determine how
likely they are to follow through.
Please insure that "dark money
spenders" are exposed, for ALL of
us.

do it!

Transparency is needed in order to
get money out of politics
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Get the money out in the open, for
goodness sake!

Dark money is corrupting our
democracy. This must stop.

If money is the same as speech
then the ability of foreign powers to
influence our election through our
PAC system represents a major
failure in our electoral regulations
that must be corrected. Curtailing
foreign ad money connected with
PACs is a small but necessary step
towards free and fair elections.
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Jerry Hudgins Point Reyes CA
Station
Bill Chockla Estes Park CcO
Cheryl Prince Antioch CA Dark money is a threat to our
democracy and needs to be
controlled. Please protect our way
of life by updating our laws and
regulations to require that we can
know who is providing what
information on the internet. That
knowledge gives us at least a
fighting chance to make good civic
decisions.
Michael Essex El Dorado CA
Hills
Stephen Katz Mansfield CT
Center
Harriet Grose Morristown NJ
David Schwebke Crystal Lake IL
Melora Palmer Edina MN | have a right to know who is
supporting my candidates!!!
Melanie Dupre Providence RI
Louis Palazzini Tallahassee FL
Ronald Trull Passaic NJ
William Sylvester San Jose CA
Christin Chaya Langley WA
Karen Turley Burien WA
J. Robb Wilson Tucson AZ If money is free speech at the least

we should know who's talking.

Anthony Cardone Spring X
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| know that you are a bunch of GOP
shills, and that you will not listen. I'm
going to keep talking anyway,
because your time has come. The
GOP will be replaced.
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Money in politics is the enemy of
democracy. It infiltrates the Media,
the Social Media and any other
means of communication we might
use. Our country is at a very difficult
moment. Most of the money in the
country is in a few hands. 1%7? We
must fight back to regain control of
our money corrupted government or
they will end our country. Our middle
class is on the way to disappear.
That is the worst sign in a
democratic society. | have lived in
California all my life. | know that my
state is much advanced in civic
matters. | could have not lived in
other states | visited. That worries
me, because those other states will
suffer the most,although they do not
realize it now, but they have a
darker future than California. | am
old enough to remember the easy
way that Germany fell into the Nazi
system. We are following the same
route. Goebbels was the master in
manipulating the German people.
The media was his tool.
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Since money can be used to
confuse or sway voters via an
unrelenting deluge of names,
slogans, and details (be they true or
not), we need as many tools as we
can get to differentiate real from
fake information. Forcing the
disclosure of political ad spending
will help voters to determine what
organizations and individuals are
spending big money to back/buy the
candidates. This additional
transparency is an important first
step towards reducing the corruption
of our system and making
candidates beholden to their
constituents rather than our
corporations.
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Transparency in campaign
contributions and advertising is
critically important to the public trust
and insuring free and fair elections.

This is an important disclosure,
opening many doors for
understanding our current political
situation and votes and decisions
by elected officials.

Democracy requires transparency
so the people can decide..
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We need this now more than ever
before!ll

Please do the right thing for our/your
kids and grandkids, and do not sell
them out for money.

In order to assess arguments and
positions, voters must know who is
saying what.

This is one of the most important
issues of our time.
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| demand full disclosure of who paid
for political ads posted to social
media platforms

This is extremely important to our
democracy. Thank you.

People, organizations, and
companies that hide their identify for
the sake of influencing Politics
ananomously are manipulating
Democracy in an Undemocratic and
Divisive way. This should be treated
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as an unconstitutional act.

Transparency in politics is important.
The current administration is doing
too little to ensure fair elections.

| asked that you stand up for
Americans and stand against money
buying influence in our elections.

This popular and common sense
change to regulations is key to
recovering our democracy. If it, or
something like it, is not promptly
enacted, it will be further evidence of
how easily our government officials
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are bought.

Full transparency has an equal
impact on all political groups, and is
therefore inherently a non-partisan
issue, unless you have more money
available to spend on ads than your
political competition and wish to hide
that fact you are buying elections.
The only possible motivation for not
supporting full transparency
identifying the sponsors of all
Internet political ads is continuing to
hide those buying our democracy
one vote, one election at a time.
Please place the preservation of our
Democracy over partisanship.
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This is a no-brainer, transparency in
political advertising and funding in
all its forms is essential to a healthy
democracy.

SHINE A LIGHT ON THE
CORRUPTION

Make it right.

Thank you.
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The FCC absolutely MUST NOT
clutter the citizens' Internet with
political ads, all of which are lies and
evidence of the rotten, corrupt state
of our political system and politics.

It is a fetid swamp of corruption and
disgusts me completely!

Why are these dark money entities
afraid to be known?

Advertisers on the radio and
television must disclose their
sponsors. Advertisers on the
internet should be required to do so
as well. Sunlight is a strong
disinfectant. Preserve our
democratic institutions by keeping
dark money off the net!
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It's already so hard to know what to
believe. Letting donors sneak and
hide behind ambiguous "committee"
names and other tricks to avoid
identification makes it even harder
and makes me feel hopelessly
cynical. Transparency encourages
people to be honest.

We need to know who they are.

It will do no good to sign this
because it is run by Trump S-ck
asses

Why would internet ad transparency
be treated any differently than
television or print ads?

Democracy only works when we
know who is funding our campaigns.
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We want an open and fair election
process!

Please do the right thing for this
once great country. Don't let it be
brought down by greed.

Any advertisement of a political
nature needs to be traceable back to
it's backers, whether online or in any
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other media.

Do your job correctly, Ajit Prop. The
airwaves belong to the people, also
the internet. You are corrupt and
guilty of stealing from the public

The Supreme Court ASSUMED
there would be full disclosure of
money buying political ads when
they gave their disasterous Citizens
United decision.

Get money out of politics. The
people should give a certain amount
for elections and each candidate
should have the same amount.

An important step in reducing the
sheer corruption we are
experiencing is transparency.
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If purchasers of online political ads
have nothing to hide, they should
not object to making themselves
known as the source. The 2016
election was a wake up call. Please
update FEC regulations and require
that political ads include a disclaimer
identifying who paid for them. Thank
you.

Transparency and Democracy need
to go hand in hand.
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Absolutely

we must know who s buying our
elections!

We deserve to know who funds
campaigns. This is a non-partisan
issue.

Even the Supreme Court agreed
that disclosure and transparency
were acceptable requirements for all
political advertisers. Truth is good.
Try some.

We need to know who pays for ads.

Agree 100%. Access to information
is key to a functioning democracy.
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